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Copy of a letter written by Daniel Stewart, Sre bo his brother, Mre 


a AlexondeY Stewart, Pundoa. 


ranopa 10 Ootes 1656-6 
Dearly Beloved Brother: 


Your laat lottor ontod the Yth March, 1036, onno to hand 
in due time and I now ĉako the opportunity of a poron going to Britain 
to sem you a reply. 


I acknowledge my negligonae An letting your Lotter lie go 
long unanswored and would wish to be exouwed by you ns my eilenooe was 
certainly not gausod by volduess or indifferonce Cowra youe T knew 
you woule henr about us by sone of our Poully, who wrote to their 
friends in the old country and therefore Y woo not in guoh a hurry os 
I waid have been had that not pown the wee. You wilt thoreZore, I 
hope, pardon me for thie tino and I munt try to be more punotual in 
future. ' 

I annot give you a grout tonl of nowa, not being in a 
position to know how all the effairs of the gountry are mannged. Hut 
thia you can know by the nowspaperse Our present cireunstances and 
future prospects will interest you more than the news of the counatry. 
I wili therefore try to lot you know how we ave uituated with respect 
to the things of this world ond the next. 


We have been under the protection of the Pather of Haroies 
ever since we Rad a being. Goodness and Mercy havo Followed us all 
the days of ur lives. the Lord proserved us amidst tha raging waves 
of the nighty oceane He turned the storm into n calm, snd braught us 
in safety to land. He watehed over us in all our journeyings through 
this country of strungers. He hes established ali our goings ao that 
now after ali our voyagings and travels we are comfortably and wo hope 
finally setilod. We could not expect to ne battor situated than we are. 
We have acvundanve of the neaessarios o? life and to spare. Wo havo our 
abote in s good settlenent; are warvounded by kind and obliging 
nsighbours and enjoy ali tho privilegos which we had in Seutland and 
many others thuat we knew nothing of when thore. I assure you thet an 
ingustrivus man if ble uaed with health oan do well in this aountry. I 
would not leeve my prosent home to live in my fornor mannor for a good 
Geal., But this ís not a country for idlers. If a porson expecte to 
live comfortably here withoat working he will bo such Gisappointed. It 
is cecsuse some have come hero in expovctation of being abla to go about 
idle that the country sometinos is evil spoken of. But I veliero thet 
there cannot be found an industricus porsgon that has had his health, 
who will sey thet u poor nan can bo betier in Seotland than in Cunadae 
For my part I would not go back. I have seen enough of both countfios 
to convinces im thst this is by far the bent for the poor mane 


Eranoga is the nemo of the Vownship in which we lives it is 
about 60 or 60 miles from Soronto tho capital o? the Lrovinge, sbout 
46 from Dundas, 2 vory flourishing village, and 10 from (Guelph, whieh 
last place is our neurest murket town. Our nosrest ciel trice is 
also in it. ‘Che towiship ig 12 miles long by about & miles wide, and 
cot. ing about 44,800 agros It Ja divided into strips ealled concession 
which are nbdout 4/4 of a mile wide und extend the whole length of the 
townuhipe. In ramosa thero aya 7 of these strips coni aining 32 lote 
of 200 acres euch. ‘Shere is an alluwance for a road 66 teot wide all 
round the tovmhlip. Thora ie likewise an allowance of the same width 
between ali the concessions as algo ut convenieonk Aletances norops 

s0 that no sottlor oan bo tar from u youd. But you rmat notitiae that I 
am speakiny of allowances for roads only, og witil thoy are worked, 
they ure only to be aistlopuiened by marks on tho txoos, wii unless it 
be sume publio road lauding thro the vowiship to vomo other settlement 
tie people have to open the concessions and make thoir ownrundee Every 
poreon 1a obliges by low to work in the highways in proportion to the 
amount o> their property. If a person's proporty ia valued at 226, he 
hug to work in the rounds 2 daya, if from 26 to 60, three days, 60 to 

76 four days, 75 tu 100 Live dayae, OLO» 
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The concessions and lote of ovary townahtp are numbored. 
Wa live on lot Noe 9 in tho VIl convesvion. Sho land in of the first | 
quality but the olimate ia rather fronty, owing I think to the 
elevated situation, for we aro sonoiderabloe holght above tho loval of 
Lake Ontarios But the place io very hoalthy and porhapn that io the 
reason. But tho the frost sometimes injurou our orops wo have always 
enough and to aparo. Wo have now 8A noron oloared ( that 19 the 
timber is all out down and burned) besides 6 or 6 more out down or 
chopped, as we oall it. We hired others to chop those 6 noros as we 
were too mach engaged with other things ourselvos. Last yenr wo raised 
upwards of 200 busha of wheat (inglish measure) 60 of barley, 50 or 
60 of oatea, 200 of potatoes, about 400 ntona of Hay, bonides gome pease 
chis year our wheat is hot so good as last your owing to the severity 
of the last winter, whioh doatroyed u good deal of wheat 1n some parts 
of the country. But wo havo otill plenty. Gur epring cops ere vory 
good and we have more than double the hay wo had last year. Last yoar 
a great deal of grain was damaged by an extruordinary wot harvost; this 
year the harvest is later than usual, but wo hava hed oxcollent weather. 
THe farmra of this country do not depend go mush Yor holp in hervest 
as the Sootoh farmers do, and the work ig dono more expeditiously. It 
is a rare thing indeed to seo a Canadian woman working in harvest. 
Sickles are very raroly used except in back settlencnts. Tho principal 
instrument in use hero in harvest is called & cradle, but T cannot 
desoribe it very well. It consists of a ecytho with a frame fixed on 
the swath , that catches tho grain ag it is cut, go that it can be laid 
in near regular swaths, with the heads all one way. With this machine 
I have heard that an expert hand wil) cut down 2 or & acros a day, but 
this is in ground that is free of stumps; in tha back settlenents we 
cannot do so much. Another person with a rake guthers the grain and 
binds it up as fast ¿a tho cradle cuts it; The person who cuts and 
he who rakes get cach a dollar a dsye 80o you see that reapers are not 
in great demand in this country, particularly in the ola settlements 
which are generally clear of stumps. ut in the woods (as the new 
settlements ere o#iiead) which are generally settled with old country 
folks, the sickle is sometimes used. All that we reaped this yoar was 
an acre of barley, the rovt we managed with o cradle. “ho farmors 
here ĉo not reckon on stacking much. ‘They always try to have barns to 
hold ell their groin. We have a barn but it does not hold all our 
grain. It is 26 feet square and built of round logs flattened at the 
ends so es to lie solid on each other and covered with shingles, which 
may be called wooden slates. 


our farm stock consists of u mare and a very fine golt (whioh 
was foeled in the spring a few days after I got the mare) a yoke of 
stout working oxen 7 years old ond another of younger ones that haven't 
been worked much yeot, 5 cows, L vory fine yearling heifers, 3 young 
calves, 3 sheep, sbout 26 swine of all sorts and sizes besides poulty 

etc. We raise all our own provisions (except tea, sult, eta.) 

including beof, pork and mutton, Pork is the most common meat here, 
end it 1a very good. Wo bake our wn broad, mako our own sugar, soap, 
candles, etc. eto, The sugar is produced from the sap. of the maple 
tree, the sep is to be obtained only in the spring when the days are 
mild and the nights frosty. It comes from the trees in drops, Some- 
times it dropa fastor than at others, according as the weather is 
favourable. Two common pails full produce a pound of sugar as good 


íf not better than the common kind with you. It is made by boiling 
the sap as it comes from the trees in largo kettles, not until it is 
suger (hard?), but until 1t is thick enough when it is taken off the 
fire and coule. The sugar weuther lasts only a few weoks in spring. 
The quantity made in a day depends on the number of kettles employed. 
Some seasons are more favourable than others for the production of 
sugar. Lest spring we made between 260 and 300 lbs. jesides sugar 
we make molasses and vinegar from the maple sap. ‘Yhey are made in 
the same way as the sugar, only they are boiled less. What is moant 
for vinegar is boiled t111 sweet enough and then left to sour. 


From our wool we manufacture mittens, stockings, eta. to 
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defond us from the cold woathexr of wintor. «rom tha ashes of our 
wood we manufacture two kindo of goap + hard ond soft. 


I have not room to deseribe partioulurly the proceuses of 
the different manuluoturen; you must thorofore be vontent to know what 
thinga we do mako. 


She manmiexe and onvtome of thiy oountyy oro quite dif erant 
from thomo of sootiand in many woys,and tho mode of Larning whioh was 
carried on there would not suageed woll hove, especially in tho woods, 
but we find it a great advantage to ng that wo wove brought up in the 
farming business. Our faring utengile aro not the same an youre. 

Qur ploughs are nosrly the pamo HO nomo of yours, but wo have not so 
many kinds. She harvows used in new ground anong tho stipe are made 
in the shape of tho letter Ae hoy are drawn by the sharp point so 
that they are not eo roady to gatolh upon route and BLUMDE e Tho 
farming milis aro sv constructed that the grain is Gleaned with little 
more than half the trouble that you have. In old Hottlemonts horses 
do the most of the work, bus oxen aro vest adapted to the woody ag 
they are easier kept and do not require so muah attention. The cattle 
range through the woods during the summer. «hoy gome tinen stray 
miles avay from home.. Wo find thon by nouns of a ball 24izxed to one 
of them, which we hear at a considerable distanco. Sometines persons 
that aro not used to the job get bewildered in the woods and are 
obliged to be out all night (I mean when they aro looking for their 
cows). In the winter we thresh with thom; that is we make then walk 
round and round on it in tho barn unti}] they kmead it all out. It 

is done as olean and much faster than with the flail. ‘We do not tie 
up our cattle except our calves, but sone put up 812 thoir beasts in 
the winter; the genoral way ig to let thom range about the woods in 
sumer and fesd them with straw end let them have an open ghead to ite 
in in winter. 


But I have not room to give you any more particulars. Here 
we are, comfortably ostublishod in ou goodly gituation. We have no 
desire to returi tv. live in seotland. We have horo everything that 
is necorsary Zor lifo and godliness for time and eternity. We oan 
sit under our own roof and havo none to mako us utraid. We are not 
kept in terror by hard lendlords, great rents, high taxes, nor by 
anything of the kind. Wo onjoy many of comforts of this life and 
all the greut privileges o? the childron of God. Having food and 
roiment-the enjoynont of this life, and tho hope of & Glorious 
Immortality - “hat elso ought we to expect? There ig nothing nore 
to enjoys ‘ho Lord be praiped for his wonderful goodnoses to ue and 
to all the children of ten. You huva now, I am sure, obtained as 
much of this world's goods as is wuffieient. I hope you will keep 
in view your lattor ond, that 4t may not coma upon you unexpedtadly. 


T wrote a letter to Captsin Stewart and hare never heard 
whether or not ho recolved it. I wish that you would find out and 
let mo knows I must not forget to mention partioularly how we all 
are ag it respects health, und here we have abundant causo to praise 
the Lord for hig goodness. jie have not baon free from sicknoss and 
trouble since we vane hore but Liessed pe the Father of Meroles we 
havo all poon kept alive and at present wa enjoy good health. John 
ig g clerk in a shop in Dundas belonging to the Mosgre Loslig formerly 
of Dundee. Potor and Ann aro with us ond the othera live in Toronto. 
Maergeret An at grogont on n VADIT to ube Peter, Margaret and Ann join 
with their mother and myself in sonding our ninoere love and ragard to 
yourself and al) the family and to Grandmother and ali relations as 
1? nemod, oll Unie John Rattery that I intend to write hin next. I 
have ulidresged this to you on ecoount of Grandmother, and y will £111 
up tho spago that is lave of thio with womething for her, whioh I 
expect you will cuuse her to undorstund. We aro all vory anxious to 
hoar fron all our dear friondp in sootland. Therefore do not dolay 
writing to us. Remember us kindly to Mre and Mro. Oraw, Mr. Roberte 
gon and family, James Robertson of Hoatherty and family, his brot her 
John and William Brown and now 1 will write u few lines to my mother 


f 


T. ` 4e 


and will here subscribe myself your sinoore well wisher and 
/ affectionate Brother. 


I intended to have a much larger space than this left for Mother. 


My dear Mother - You will see by the abovo account of our circum- 
stances that the Lord has dealt very graciously with us since we 
parted from you. We have great roason indeod to rojoloe in his 
goodness. But not only are we blessed in our busket and in our store 
we enjoy all the privileges of tho Disoiples of Ohrist. We are 

within a very short distance of the place where wo can meet with the 
shildren of God and commemorate His astonishing love to guilty sinners. 
We have every encouragement, my Deer Mother, to trust in Jesus as an 
all sufficient Savious. We are woak but He is mighty. We are helpless 
put in Him is everlasting strength. Wo are unworthy, but He is ell 
merciful and gracious. We deserve nothing but death and misery, but 

He bestows upon us endless lifo und everlasting happiness. 0; let 

us then always rejoice in Christ Jesus, that whon he appears we may | 
also appear with Him in Glory. May it bo our happy lot to meet 


before the throne of the lamb! Then we will rejoice with great joy. 
Till then Farewell. D. Stewart. 


